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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
Director, 


FROM 


SUBJECT : 


1. 
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Director of Data Processing, DDA 
Central 


Reference Service 


Assistant al Information, DDA 


Request for Feasibility Study 


Numerous Agency documents have been declassified 


and released to the public in response to the Freedom of 
Information Act or Privacy Act and requests for review under 


Executive Order 11652. To date, 
to record this material despite 
tenance and publication of such 
intelligence information in the 
increase, the need becomes more 
tinate no longer. 


2. Confirming discussions 


there is no central index 44. 
the obvious need for maine 

an index. As the volume of 
public domain continues to 
critical and we can procras- 


held at meetings of the 


Agency working group convened to address this general problem, 
I would appreciate ODP and CRS undertaking a joint feasibility 
study for the establishment of the index of substantive docu- 
ments officially released through Freedom of Information or 


Executive Order 11652 channels. 


Because of the CRS charter 


for indexing and their experience with a similar file (DECAL) 
in AEGIS, their participation in the study is desired. 


3. 


in general. it will 


This index will serve Agency customers and the public 


assist the Information and 


Pri ily, 
Privacy | Staft and aT eeLGEAES FOI offices in surfacing and 


retrieving previously released documents in response to new 


requests. 


From the organized compilation of public informa- 


tion, the DDO will be able to prepare accurate and meaningful 


damage assessments of the impact of the laws. 


The Office of 


General Counsel will find the indexed information useful in 


litigation proceedings. 


information. In addition, 


The Office of Legislative Counsel 
and the Assistant to the DCI, Mr. 


access to the index when they respond to requests for Agency 
the listing of released documents 


Falkiewicz, would have 


would be available to requesters who wanted to know what we 


had released. 
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4. Over the past several months, the scope of this index 
has been discussed frequently. We do not want to define the 
scope so narrowly that future requirements and capabilities 
are not anticipated. But, as we envision it now, the index 
should be able to answer the question of what documents or 
portions thereof have been released on a specific subject and 
where the copies of those documents are located. 


5. The size of the index is a disputed point. We esti- 
mate the annual input to be 3,000 to 5,000 documents, but the 
past two years of released material must be included if the 
index is to be a useful research aid to what information is in 
the public domain. One estimate of this volume is 15,000 to 
20,000 documents. 


6. January 1, 1977, is our target date for an operational 
index. We hope to be able to put into the system all substan- 
tive intelligence documents released after that:date. The 
backlog of 1975 and 1976 released material will be done as 
time and resources permit. 


7. Attached hereto is a copy of the minutes of the 
12 August meeting of the Index Working Group which detail the 


key elements of information the Group feels should be included 
in the index. 


8. ee of the Information and Privacy 
Staff, is e focal point tions on this require- 
ment. He can be contacted STAT 


STAT 


Attachment: a/s 


cc: DO (w/o att) 
EO/DDS&T (w/o att) 
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